
 

Know Your Role It's not always the easiest thing to watch a character die, is it? Especially if it's one that you've come to love
over the course of a TV show or movie. You might find yourself screaming at your computer screen "No! He can't be gone!"
But you're wrong--he can be gone. And he will be gone. Again and again. And that adorable, sympathetic character with the big
heart and the big eyes? If you're not too careful he can find himself in an early grave. It's just the way this business works. We
love our heroes, but our heroes are at risk. And so it is with great sadness that I report to you that poor Agent Coulson of
S.H.I.E.L.D., is no longer with us... at least not on "Marvel's The Avengers". Coulson, played by Clark Gregg, has been a fixture
in the Marvel movie and after waging battle alongside Earth's Mightiest Heroes in "Marvel's The Avengers", we were all
chomping at the bit to see his next epic adventure. When we last saw Agent Coulson he was being confronted by Tony Stark
(Robert Downey Jr.), who was demanding to know exactly what S.H.I.E.L.D.'s been up to. Coulson wasn't having any of
it...S.H.I.E.L.D.'s been doing a lot of things that he doesn't know about and that makes him nervous because S.H.I. E.L.D. is
supposed to be the good guys (amazing how quickly that changed). Tony Stark didn't care about S.H.I.E.L.D.'s plans for
conquering the world or protecting the innocent--he just wanted to know if Coulson knew what HYDRA was planning and that
question punched an immediate hole in Coulson's resolve to lie for his boss, Nick Fury (Samuel L Jackson), who's looking more
and more like a lying snake every minute of every day... And so our heroes were at odds--Coulson wanted to keep fighting
HYDRA, but Tony Stark saw S.H.I.E.L.D. as a threat and was ready to call out the big guns. It wasn't a good time for
S.H.I.E.L.D., but it was a great time for Tony Stark to get a little screen time and tell us that he's really not a bad guy because
he's an Avenger and that means he has a code of honor--which just happens to be identical to Captain America's code of honor,
which is being programmed into the next generation of iPad. It turns out that Tony Stark is all about protecting this earth from
alien threats, so I'm pretty sure somewhere there's another Tony Stark who will be happy to take up Coulson's cause because
maybe Coulson wasn't lying...maybe S.
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